




Letters of Intent (LOI) Due 
Review of LOls 
Applicant Invitations Issued 
Full Applications Due 
Applications Reviewed 
Award Start Date 

ELIGIBILITY 

Friday, September 30, 2022, 11 :59:59 PM 
October, 2022 
Tuesday November 1 , 2022 
Friday, April 21, 2023, 11 :59:59 PM 
May - June, 2023 
July 1, 2023 

Individuals at any ITM institution (University of Chicago, Rush, Loyola University Medical Center, NorthShore 
University Health System, Illinois Institute of Technology, and Advocate Health Care) who are eligible to be a 
principal investigator on a study with their local IRB are eligible to apply. Physician investigators who are not 
eligible to be principal investigators, post-doctoral fellows, trainees, residents and graduate students may 
collaborate with an eligible applicant as part of the study team, but may not apply individually. 

The ITM strongly encourages diverse, multidisciplinary study teams from multiple ITM institutions that 
represent the broadest stakeholder involvement and that promote training of younger scientists, including 
those underrepresented in our research workforce. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

Letter of Intent - DUE FRIDA V, September 30, 2022, 11 :59:59 PM 

Eligible individuals wishing to apply for the ITM Pilot Science Development Program must complete a short 
online LOI form, providing a brief description of the project and explaining its potential translational impact, how 
it is novel, innovative and/or multidisciplinary. Submissions must also include a list of all team members, 
mentors and advisors involved in the project. Submissions must be uploaded using the LOI Submission Portal 
(https://redcap.uchicago.edu/surveys/?s=AA7RP74KNT) before the deadline in order to be eligible for review. 

Abstract Reviews - October, 2022 

Eligible LOls will be reviewed by the ITM Executive Committee, composed of ITM Principal 
Investigators/Directors, Cluster Leaders, and Leaders from ITM Affiliate Institutions. For a complete listing of 
ITM Leadership, please see the ITM website (https://chicagoitm.org/). 

Abstracts will be considered for scientific merit, novelty or innovation, multidisciplinary nature, alignment with 
the Healthy Chicago 2025 goals, and potential impact on the improvement of human health and assigned a 
score. LO ls will be considered in ranked order. Up to ten (10) abstracts will be selected for invitation to apply. 
Invitations for applications will be e-mailed to applicants and announced on the ITM website and through the 
November 2022 ITM Newsletter. 

For projects that are invited to apply, the ITM Executive Committee will provide recommendations to the 
applicants regarding potential areas of improvement that should be considered in preparing the application. 
Examples include: 

• Does the study team have the right members to effectively execute the project?

• Suggestions for expert consultation which could enhance the scientific rigor of the project.

• Are there external (community, patient, industry) stakeholders who could benefit from the outcomes of
this project, who might be involved in the project, and who should consequently be consulted in the
development of the project?

• Are there ways that this project could better integrate the Healthy Chicago 2025 Guidelines?

No feedback will be provided to LOI submissions that are not invited to develop full applications. 
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Full Application Development and Submission - DUE FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2023, 11 :59:59 PM 

Invited applicants must submit the following complete application by the deadline in order to be considered for 
review: 

1. A brief project summary (no more than 500 words), written in non-scientific, lay language, and suitable
for publication.

2. A 30-second to 2-minute illustrative video describing the project (Approach), what makes it
novel/innovative (Innovation), how it aligns with Healthy Chicago 2025, how it has the potential to
improve human health, and why it's important (Significance). This video should be suitable for viewing
by a non-scientific, lay audience and should be in MPEG-4 (MP4) format or streaming over the Internet.

3. A one-page Specific Aims document, suitable for scientific peer review.

4. A six-page Research Plan document, including Significance, Innovation and Approach, suitable for
scientific peer review. The research plan should include a clear list of milestones and deliverables,
leading to completion of the project within one year.

5. NIH Biosketches of all team members. Please include an ORCID (https://orcid.org/) as well as a
Commons ID on each biosketch.

6. A complete budget and justification (see budget notes, below).

7. Letters of support from any stakeholders

8. For projects that involve human subjects research, the following documentation must also be included
in the application

a. While the protocol does not yet have to have IRB approval, the IRB application must have
been submitted in AURA. Applicants must list "ISAP" as a reviewing committee in
answering question 2.1.2 of your IRB application. The ITM pilot application must list the
project's AURA-IRB number. For applications coming from outside the University of
Chicago, a copy of the complete IRB application, including all documents, must be
submitted.

b. A completed Protection of Human Subjects document, following the instructions in the NIH's
Supplemental Instructions for Preparing the Human Subjects Section of the Research Plan
(http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/Supplementallnstructions.pdf).

c. List of Eligibility Criteria, including Age Limits

d. Inclusion plans for Women and Minorities

e. Inclusion of Individuals Across the Lifespan

f. Recruitment and Retention Plan

g. Study Timeline

h. Targeted Enrollment Table or Inclusion Data Record

i. Data and Safety Monitoring Plan

j. Proof of Human Subjects Research and Good Clinical Practice training for all study personnel

Projects that meet the NIH Definition of a Clinical Trial must also submit the following: 

k. Narrative Study Description

I. Statement of the Primary Purpose of the Study

m. Description of the Study Interventions

n. Study Phase

o. Description of the Intervention Model
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p. Description of Study Masking/Blinding

q. Description of Study Allocation/Randomization

r. Description of Study Outcome Measures

s. Description of the Study's Statistical Power and Design

t. Description of the Study Subject Participation Duration

u. IND/IDE Paperwork or FDA Determination

v. Dissemination Plan

These items must be submitted as separate documents, even if the information is also contained in 
the protocol document. 

Projects that are deemed by the IRB to be Exempt must provide a letter of exemption from the IRB, 
citing the exemption category. 

PLEASE NOTE: All applications involving human subjects research must undergo a 
regulatory review prior to receiving an award. Applicants must have completed an IRB 
application by the time they submit their pilot application. Failure to provide the requested human 
subjects research documentation may result in your application being rejected from review. It's 
also very important to note, awards are federally funded and will require NCATS prior approval 
for all human subjects and animal studies. Not submitting the requested documentation could 
delay the start of your award and shorten your award period. 

The entire application should be submitted as a PDF document, with no less than ½" margins, and in an 
Arial/Helvetica-type font of no less than 11 pt. size. Applications must be submitted through the ITM's pilot 
application portal (https://redcap.uchicago.edu/surveys/?s=JM8LKNR7JL) by the deadline in order to be 
eligible for review. 

Budget Notes 
With very few exceptions, budgets may not include requests for faculty salary. Please contact the ITM 
(contacts are listed below) with questions regarding this policy. Allowable costs include technologist or 
research staff salary, supplies, use of research cores, use of resources that require a fee for services within the 
Cores of the ITM (including use of a Clinical Research Center), costs for patient recruitment, and travel that is 
specifically required for project execution. 

Project Development 
This program's intention is to engage applicants in a collaborative project development process that results in 
the strongest application possible. This begins with the ITM Executive Committee providing suggestions for 
possible areas of improvement to the projects that are invited to apply (see LOI Review, above). The ITM will 
then facilitate the development process by helping applicants avail themselves of the various resources and 
cores that might improve their project execution. Examples of the facilitation/coordination that the ITM can 
provide include: 

• Providing contact information for potential study team members that are suggested by the Executive
Committee, and scheduling initial meetings.

• Scheduling workshops for the applicant team with scientific experts, biostatisticians, study
operations/feasibility experts, recruitment experts, ethicists or research subject advocates to advise the
applicant on ways to best improve the application.

• Setting up meetings with the potential stakeholders identified by the Executive Committee, to discuss
the project and receive feedback/input.

• Providing training in science communications for a diversity of audiences, help with crafting a pitch, and
assistance with creating the application video.

Note that all of these development resources are available to invited applicants but are entirely voluntary. 
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appropriateness of the Human Subjects Protection Plan. 

The ITM Executive Committee, together with the external scientific reviewers and representatives of the ITM's 
advisory boards will meet to consider all applications and review materials and make final funding decisions. 

Awards will be announced on the ITM website and through the ITM Newsletter by January 1, 2023. 

AWARD CONDITIONS 

• Awarded funds must be spent in accordance with the submitted budget. Rebudgeting of funds requires
prior approval.

• Awards will start on July 1, 2023 and are for one year. Projects must be completed within one year
and no-cost extensions of awarded funds are not possible. Study teams must submit written
progress reports on milestones and deliverables every three months.

• Within 90 days of the project end date, awardees must submit a written final progress report and
produce a video suitable for a lay audience that describes what took place during the project, what has
been learned, how this new information can be applied to improve health, and what the next steps for
this research might be. Again, assistance with video production is available from the ITM
Communications Office.

• Awardees will be expected to present the results of their research at one or more ITM dissemination
events during the year following completion of the award.

• All publications arising from the awarded project must cite the CTSA grant that funds the ITM and must
promptly comply with the NI H's Public Access Policy. Information about citing the ITM grant can be
found on the ITM website (https://chicagoitm.org/make-research-breakthroughs/), and information
about the NIH's Public Access Policy can be found at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/index.htm.

RESUBMISSIONS/REAPPLICATIONS 

Abstracts that are not invited to apply may be resubmitted annually. Full applications that are not awarded 
may not be resubmitted, but may be reconsidered for awarding in future funding cycles. It is hoped that this 
development process will result in more competitive pilot applications that may obtain funding from other 
sources, even if not awarded by the ITM. 

CONTACTS 

For questions, contact: 

Sonya Redmond-Head, ITM Pilot Process Coordinator 
773-834-3810, srhead@bsd.uchicaqo.edu

Eric Beyer, MD, PhD, ITM Pilot Program Director 
773-834-1498, ecbeyer@uchicago.edu
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